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jFish of Watoga Lake 
Swim to Greenbrier jl 


State Parks Supervisor 
Plans to Rebuild 


Collapsed Dam 


\ 


An earthern dam, at Watoga state 
park, which collapsed and drained a 
six-acre lake will be -i-rebuilt, the 
conservation department said yes¬ 
terday. 

About 15,000 cubic yards of earth 
were washed out and most of the ! 
fish in the lake were carried into 
the Greenbrier river. Linn Wilson 
parks supervisor, said there was 
no other damage to state property. 

atoga park is in Pocahontas 
county near Marlinton. I 
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Cincinnati, 
minute broadcast, de- 


las* I rlday nljfbt 
!»r radio station, Of 


rate a fifteen- - 

, ol ,d to l\v»hontas County, sponsor- 
,d by the Foe ill out as Times. FI ere 
Is :lie script submitted at.d mostly 


By the terms of the treat y or AI 
baity. In 1722. between Great Britain 
and the Six Nations, the lands on the 
Western Waters, that Is the Missis 
slppl Drainage. were retained by the 

• hf.li nn >n l..f(lnns van 


reflected necessity or satin? 
and water and soil aure put the push 
1,(bind the (treat Conservation move¬ 
ment as we now know and glory In. 
The right to hunt Is an American 
tradition ranking with freedom of 


Indians as their own. Indians ven tradition ranking with freedom of 
luring cast of the Alleghanles would speech and assembly, the right to 
forfeit all their rights. lo Le sold as bear arms and the right of petllloo. 
slaves In the West Indies. The white Co restrained exercise of this tradl- 


I am apprrclitlvs of the opportun! 
ty to pul West Virginia In general In 
n> right light before the world by 
'presenting In particular my own do 
Irctlble pirt, Pocahontas County in 
tie Greenbrier Valley. You know, 

W«*i Virginia has suffered not a lit 
tie through adverse advertising. Why 
our mountain people—gentle and for 
bearing as the sheep upon our thou¬ 
sands of hills—are pictured as fret¬ 
ful. feverish and quick on the trigger. 

The fact Is that no where In all the 
world Is higher regard placed upon 
tte sanctity of human life than among 
us Naturally, human nature and 
original sin being what they are. It 

occasionally happens there arises In * • • «. ><ju to mis aay 
cur midst an anti social, demon po--; "title In West Virginia 

sessed Individual who needs killing. -■* 

Of a truth the highland man Is not 
c ~* tc stand aside from the perform¬ 
ance or a duty, even though It be per¬ 
sonally distasteful. 

peaking of our mountain people. 

It has been said that what the low- 
lander considers shrewd business prac 
tict. is put down as plain rascality by 
us highlanders. 3 

Same of you may have heard this 
®.d toast to West Ylrglnla-"Wlth 
•h« gas to light the world; with coal 
t- «at the world; with oil to grease 
l- « world; with Umber to put a high 
- .trice around the world; and 
»••• bralr.s to run the world." That 
I . , t f J , loc : k ln • bl1 of territory. 

tr^r .V \ * '*■ 1 admlt ' b “* 
l * •’ * r - ! »oder usually feela ex 

" ! eD *« among the low 
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slaves In the West Indies. The white Unrestrained exercise 
man who ventured on to the Western 
waters could be killed with Impunity ] 
by the Indian owners. Beginning 


owners. 

two hundred years back, the white 
people did come and they stayed, 
though outlawed by King and uoun 
ell. Colonial‘Governor and-General 
Assembly, and so actively opposed by 
the original Inhabitants, the region 
has the bloodiest Indian history of 
any portion of America. There Is a 
valley saying about the farms, "that 
they were taken from the forest with 
an axe and held against all comers 
with a rifle.” Land ti tles c ould not. 
be perfected u d tTT-ttre—rornT X L TO 11 u f 
the Commonwealth of Virginia In 
1776, and to this day the best land 
■title In West Virginia Is ten years 
uninterrupted possession.-TIUnZTB 


; taking Of our people. It has 
at they are like wild hogs 

• -*J »lb *at each other, but 

• *_.* forcei attack, the first 

brio* the herd packing to 


r -ty 


Of Pocahontas— 1 “lying 
•■’*he Alleghanlt* like 
hands of a queen" I* 
1 ?? ft »*»e ahlree of 
• ahsyr However, the 
’ •'•>> oe of the eight 
tt-elr head aprlnga 
>•'. donate of « o,„ u 

“4** * b * Or**nb»ier 

*;rart. K|* 


•* (i »uley, 
C.antwf.y 
U.a i'oto 

■la* Watts 
'alritge t<. 


Colonel Theodore Roosevelt wrote in 
terestlngly and comprehendlngly of 
the Western Waters Movement In his 
Winning of the West books. 

The Warrior’s Road—the war path 

c, J,:, f ^7 Tnt, T _Coop er’ s - Leather 
Stocking Tales, from Seneca Lake 
AewTork, to the Red inTJ^TSStl! 

traverses the Greenbrier 

‘“oro i « ^ end 10 end - l ^ u - S Route 
-.19 is called the Seneca Trail. Tlie 

Count 0 /nf !a p int ? n ' C0UI,ty Seat 0f the 

vZuL Pocahontas, Is the first 
English speaking settlement In the 
Mississippi Valley^/General Andrew 
tJeS niin?' Wh8n llecame to make 

the first land survey on the Western 
waters, found Jacob Marlin and Ste 
phen Sewell Here. One of the calh, 
of his survey is a line passing over 
the Ewing house. The stump of the 
first corner tree on all the Great Ml* 
slppl Valley Is still preserved 
The then Colonel was surveying 
aknif r * n,S totalling one hundred thou 
sand acres for the Greenbrier Land 

-terjaaaaiisasr 


tlonal right to hunt the public owofcd J 
game killed the goose which laid thV, 
golden egg so that two generations of 
Americans have had poor hunting".I 
In your Monongahela National Forest j 
tjie game Is coming back apace, but 
do not get the IdeaT t Is an ra,y . lazy 

man’s task to hunt the wild deer of 
our endless mountains, though he 
i make his bed wlthla a mile of our 
Court House. 

Speaking about Conservation of our 

natural resources of timber, soil and 
1 lieard over the air a scientific i 
gentleman down Washington way. re 
,“!? " central SfeJ'l 

hart h. , ° r . t w * oad of 8,1 tl,e People 

witVlXK l ,° Sa f t0 the or 

nest Virginia how he should till oi 
re rain from tilling his hillside acres 
d,d Dot go down at all 

lieMaomlctoo,,, h„ 

Jerlcofarm f/ om h “u' d ffian «ge old 
meirwgb ne at call of 6 30,1 

r-; ir -d'S^ 

brought me to seecleaNvj 
f'Kht to so till my hffida „ ‘ iad D0 
Impoverish a soil umI £ r ? 88 10 
merely a life tenunfar kII, *' 1 ho,d 
condition where a t0 put * n 

thicken the drinkinc i/iSS-®? 0 * and 
who depend uponthe rlJF^ thos * 
necessity of “ ,e add P r lhls 

tress in tlruesof ?, t0 the'dls 
our neighbors I, Sj ! ,ood of 

S| PPI Valleys. ° 0 8Dd Missis 

raiigingTrom ° w ( ? l t , l “" abov0 «« level 
flKlu hundred feet pl .° d ,0 fo ^>' 

l y has an idea) 1 ^'’ontas Coun- 
. l,oc crown, or cllm “ t<! - The 

ls "hat the forester. Jl\, r , ele «tlons 

* rn hardwood mlJure i V 10 
B1 *PlSi ash. chem- , ’ l uch « hard 
!'. 1 " ‘he black sp7u^' 8nd b 'rch. 

°n the 


w| th the b| ick snm,.. 8nd b 'rch. 
„ ,, ,vr — • .—nuiiiM count), u Mountain*. the higher 

Kss. i » - or «h/K,rf - sra 

Ty !" l-rre £ !L‘* »<*' 'nor- 

•'* overlap 


■•neral public 

||, j),, 

('•italic liuhlln* 

■" “^Ulrrhaf. 
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ground 
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. ” “ • lie 

' com mu n a l *, "« of the Carc.lh.ir"" 
TU-JUallcr, C ‘ D » d '*n spe* f “ n ’, 
"d enirnSb wo,(K b Hng ,!* of »” 

- * 'stranger ' 8 - 


it 
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long]"" • high 
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j hi e anlng middle and Canadian mean- 
((pi; northern whan applied to plants 
‘ mil animals. I was thoroughly en¬ 
joying the dear sailing until the gen¬ 
tleman began to Interpose some re¬ 
marks of Ills owm Man, I said, whal 
tin you know about botany anyhow? 
Only so much, ho replied, as to en 
able me to hold position with the 
Biological Survey the past thirty flve 
years as’a botanist. When he told 
me his name I recalled It as an out 
standing ono In the world of Science. 
With the little breath remaining In 
cuy deflated bladder, I told him about 
talcing advantage of Ignorant Inno¬ 
cence. lie said I had laid myself yul 
nerablo. and I acknowledged the corn 

Anyway, the Greenbrier Valley Is 
the botanist's happy hunting ground, 
and the same may be said for the 
Geologist. Th e rock here I s sedlmea 
ury and theToiaed iLUtniCalns expose 
the foundations for tulles, up and 
down. A Geologist from the low 
lands once told me the great week 
end out door sport for a party of 
Scientists was logo Into the fields In 
search o f fossils . A score would go 
Into a hudtJfS - over a stone to see 
whether th^marks were fossils, gla 
clal scars or merely harrow scratches. 
Here he saw steam shovels at work 
dumping wonderful fossil remains 
o»er the bank by the cub'c yard day- 
after day. Another of our local say¬ 
ings is that you cannot raise good peo 
pie on poor ground. Ours Is natural 
o:ue grass soln; our mountains grass 
to the top; it Is an Ideal land for oat- 

a & A^heep. as well as for people 
As for srTcep, the pesky varments put 
acrlmp In this Industry when the 
Censer ration Commission put the 
black bear on the song bird list. As 
for the cattle. It has been said the 
t'A of the Greenbrier is a red steer 
i f on the butt of a hay stack, and 
tr-al oar women still talk horse. 

A» for our people I readily admit 
’.-'.at the beat people to be found any 
»■ *rc lire lo the Greenbrier Valley, 
ar.d th« farther upstream the better 
U «y get. A proper sense of modrity 
fM rair.a me from explaining how 
- ■*« to tt.e heal springs la my own 
Mewtral home. 

T»«e »«*<sing of rigmarole la that, 
a-’ .*d With propsr missionary spirit 
v •I'll** H Share the blessings 
I a f*-J <ws.nl if, a good climate and 
*•* rdy P Any. »y. whether 
y ir way dear to cast 
»v*r A m with as la Umsi .Uleetlble 
*^** ulM b* con Uni Ur 

' '*'• r» by. mi., p»» a 

Z ‘ >S »y. U as. lire County of 

r -*»- •**. * v „ ibut U4UlUjll 

tl te awwwC hr in in# paa'.ia 0 » 
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Pocahontas County 


RIVERS, ANT) MCTJNTAINS) 


Name of lake or lakes in your county? 


Give the origin of name and meaning? 


Is the lake a natural or an artificial one? 


$ If an artificial lake, was it constructed for a power project? 


j If so, give name,of company operating power rights? > 


Q To whom ie power furnished? 


cover, together with its depth? 

y- / > 


Q «s*t highways (State and Federal) 


< 0iT * » liet of different kinds of 


sport and recreation facilities 
AW ADDITIONAL INFORMATION) 



(LAK29, RIY3RS, AND M30NTAIIC) 


R I 7 3 R S 


q Name of river- or rivers nipping through your county? . 

p>., ->/: .-y.yyuA^ 

Q Give origin and meaning of name? J 

k cL^y ^ ../ TttUK* ;-.u 

Q Give point of entry in your county and point of exit? 

A ? £LJLA. _✓ 

Q lhat is the total length, of the river in the State? 

a ^ ■-J»j y f 76 

Q lhat percentage of total mileage flows through your county? 

k ^v'w<5'C<_^ cv / <3 • 

1/£ Xo 

q Is power generated by the erection of damn, or are there power 
possibilities? 

1 -)l« l»tkcuij %C*uu*jL&, friri /■-•i-i.-«-t_ 

« IT power Is generated, give name of company operating pe.en rights? 

A v 

•* ' > . 

^ ^ rlTar 1* navigable, give length? 

A m *?U) . • ■ ' . ■ • ■ >, 

* 01 ” * POrt t “ llltlM - “* “ *•«-. --!»« and riahlng? , 

* ^ r/uu ■ 

(onra INT ADDITIONAL INFORMATION) 

’/: i L 4iJ „ii <?m/ dW^T” 

1 k i / ^ / 


Ku if try <LUUI 

dL ,v *•;,, , Hr 


• ■ • ■ ••//, T( , 




Q Of mountain or mountains in your county? . . ., / I 


, $/6uX "< 

^1-ST $L^>T S 4 L-r.^ 




(O.'j 


*f k 


: “sin ^ j 

ufc -■■ - ^ (.% ' : ;;T U X^^ 

q Give the location in your county? A. ^ 


q “hat hi£h ays (State and Federal) are nearest the mountain? 

A • '2 / 7 • 

Q Give a description of the mountain, whether wooded or not, and point 

of highest elevation 1 : . // ^ / / 

A • /» v a> £ifh' • 7 °T’ ^ A ^ ? \ 

q If mountain is heavily'timbered,' what kind ie found? / 

/7-^2-^r Y~ '- a -‘ 

0 Is mountain a recreation center? 




Q If so, shat? 


A— 


• . -vif • ^ 

(GIVE ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION) 
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N alderson 


WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 

OF WEST VIRGINIA 

312 Smallridge Building 
Charleston 
February 15, 1939 


Clerk County Court 

I'&rlinton 

u'est Virginia 

Dear Sir: 

The Federal writers' Project is compiling material 
on all the counties for a west Virginia Encyclopedia. 
For the present, we are interested in obtaining in- 
fornation from your county on lakes, rivers and moun¬ 
tains. 

Enclosed are three lists of questions to v/hich we 
would like to have you give brief but comprehensive 
answers at your convenience. If you do not have the 
data at hand, will you please turn the lists over to 
someone else who is familiar with these particular 
subjects? 

/e will be glad to hear from you and will appreciate 
M/itever you may do for us. 


Very truly yours, 



Bruce Crawford 
State Director 
Federal Writers' Project 


•nc. 








"ashontas County 


Seological Survey 
Report 


On page 272 - illustration , 

Cross section of Browns Mountain Anticline along the 
highway (State Route 43} follwoing the Knapp Creek gorge 

between the Huriterville bridge, 0.8 miles southeast of 

« 

Huntsville, and the Minnehaha Springs bridge, o.5 miles 
northwest of Minnehaha Springs. ' 

(Sketch attached) 

The major anticlines are described as follows: 

Deer Park Anticline 
Blackwater Anticline 
Browns Mountain Anticline 
Horton Anticline ’ * 

Deer Park Anticline enters Pocahontas from Randolph 0.4 
miles west of Mace - continues in a general S. W. direction _ 
foFTl-1/4 miles. r ~~-—— - • '- -A 


f 




- w 

ion \ 

t l\ 


Passing just west of Linwood - terminating on the eastern 
end of Red Lick Mountain.. 


id 




ulackweter Anticline has. Its orgln in Mineral County- : 

■ .-t:.r,-t to Maryland 1 roughly paralleling the west Virginia 
•••• -dryland Line to 1 mile scutheast of Cormaoo - continues' 

* out:.ward to Grant - Tucker County line across Tucker through 

V “ Uey lnt0 Honaol P h entirely across Randolph to Poca- 
entering t oiler, northeast of Slidell - continues 

f0r through frank, end apparently 

cylt^; out in tund/ Hldgo. 

‘ rr V B r "*‘ of •' r;>Wn8 “° unt * ln ^tlcllnewlll be discussed 
1 e * lel r ° lfle<1 -nilcUnorium, thpt is *o cOnsp- 
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Page 2 

icous along Knap Creek between HuntervUle and Minnahaba ^ 
Springs and that extends south westward along Brushy and 
Beaver Lick Mountains into Greenbrier County and to the 
• norht along Browns afid Kitcheel Mountains, through Green; 
Bank, and ending approximately .one mile northeast of Bar- ^ 
tow. ’ • 

• , , % • " *• 

The Mountains which is the most consnicuos strcutural 
• • ' ■ .« 
feature in Pocahontas County, has its source in a number^ 

of rmall folds betqeen the southern ends of Blfickwater- 

^nticline and Job syncline near Bartow.' . •. 

It continues southwestward roughly parralleling-'.the . 

f tate road to Green Bank where much evidence of sqneezing 

can be seen, and from this locality the main axis connects : 

voth the top of Mitchael Mountain. - 

"long the state foad 3[ast of Lunmore a series of 

. -a . : 

folds Is encountered with sqneezing and mashing.' 

The Orls^any series 1/4 mile east of Dunmore is' ^ 
overturned v/oth a 552 di? t0 the south esat, while 3/4 
’ r fer ther east the Bossarville piety lirastone ha s', 

-can sneezed almost to a point of flowage, one-Half nile 
f-: ‘--a. t form the letter point a low graceful, £ j'ngi e " 

er ch of the _ -Hlte Medina constitutes the main axis nr 

tt «d marks the northern end of this series 7 ... 
*.-M It »o roir.inently developed between F.unterville and '' 




r 


/. * 


Tli 


* '"* f ‘ und ° f :, ’ ll ' hbel Mountain the axis tr- 

• u t.) t> t.if rout two at and crosses the 

’'•Hoii ci rt Thorny Creek 


fold hold* to 


- •- • 
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the western side of Browns Mountain, but in the gorge of 
Vnapp creek its true nature os an anticlinorlum becomes 
more apparent, there being another fold of equal magnitude 
<ust west of the minnehaha Springs bridge. 

The rocks exposed in this fold include those of the 
rheaung Series of the Upper Devonian down to the Red 
Med ina Series of the basal Silurian. 

E4th the eastern and western flanks are composed of 
steen dins and accasionelly over-turned somewhat beyond the 
vertical. 

At Michael Mountain this .anticline its greatest alt¬ 
itude bringing the VThlte Medina quartzite to the surfece 
along the crest of the ridge. 

The same series is exposed in the arch 1.7 miles 
eest of Dunmore and is also well exposed, with the under¬ 
lying Red Medina , in the gorge of Knapp Creek between Hunter- 
ville end Minnehaha Springs. Ip is also the Frincepal 
ridge rock in Beaver Lick Mountain. 

Much of the area of this Anticline is composed of 
t ‘ e ~ llur ian limestones, but there are a number of the ridges 
cor.->o?e<3 of the Clinton quartzites. 

The resuming ridge aaker is_the Orlskany Series that 
r til. entire «nUcllne (bn either.side of the ridge 

-t.lch .10 flown to the Lower Devonian ahele depressions ' 

t!*»t nurround the mountains. 


fo 176 C I late XXIX 




f Or.cnbrler Hlvur lima.tone ut the head 
hun. The cavo va, the homo of'iUrucn SewelL 
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